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Both traditional infrastructure, like
roads and bridges, and social infra-
structure—we mean by that things
that help people and families directly,
such as healthcare, family leave, and
education—will receive the kind of sup-
port that the American people so need
and are asking for. We are very proud
of this plan.

Now, we know, the road ahead is
going to be long. There are bumps
along the way. This is only the first
step in a long road we will have to
travel and must travel, but we are
going to get this done because we soO
fervently believe that we must make
average American lives a whole 1ot bet-
ter.

We want middle-class people to be
able to stay in the middle class and
breathe easier in the middle class. We
want poor people to be able to climb
that ladder to get to the middle class.
And nothing, nothing that has been put
on the floor of this Senate will do that
better than this bill. Nothing that has
been put on the floor of the Senate for
the last several decades will do that
the way this bill will. It is trans-
formational. And, frankly, it is excit-
ing.

The eventual legislation we are talk-
ing about is best understood in three
buckets: jobs, families, climate. In-
stead of giving a giant tax break to
large corporations and the wealthy, as
our Republican colleagues did when
they were in the majority, we are going
to strengthen the backbone of the mid-
dle class by making critical invest-
ments in infrastructure, creating thou-
sands upon thousands upon thousands
of good-paying jobs in the process with
apprenticeships and training so that
people who never had opportunities to
have these jobs can get them and then
lead good lives for decades later.

The resolution will make sure that
there are no tax increases for families
under $400,000 and no tax increases for
small businesses. This is about rebuild-
ing the middle class and creating jobs.
And we will change our tax policy far
different than what our Republican
friends did. The very wealthy, the peo-
ple at the top who escaped paying all
or a lot of taxes—no, no, no—they are
going to pay their fair share for the
first time in a long time, so different
than what our Republican colleagues
did. Their bill gave the top 1 percent a
huge percentage, some estimated as
high as 83 percent of the breaks. We are
going to give it to the middle class, to
the working people.

For American families, we will intro-
duce paid family leave, as well as one
important addition to President
Biden’s proposal, which is a robust ex-
pansion of Medicare to cover dental, vi-
sion, and hearing. This is something
that Chairman SANDERS, Budget Chair-
man SANDERS, has championed and
alerted not just this Chamber but the
Nation to its need. We are going to get
it done.

And on climate, we must act on cli-
mate. We have seen what is going on
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just in the last month. We are going to
invest in green infrastructure—strong,
bold, green infrastructure; electric ve-
hicles; clean and renewable power; re-
silient projects, housing, and more that
will not only help our country adapt to
a changing climate but slow climate
change itself.

On top of President Biden’s plans,
Democrats will add other policies to
significantly deal with climate, such as
reducing methane emissions, one of the
most potent and deadly of the green-
house gases.

So jobs, families, climate, these are
the three buckets that Democrats will
be working on.

Again, let me repeat. There is a long
road ahead of us. But the fact that we
were able to come together last night
with the diverse views on the Budget
Committee was a strong shot out of the
gate.

Now, I am sure my friends on the
other side of the aisle are going to pan
this and say one thing or another. We
can predict they will label anything
where we reach out to help American
families. They don’t want to do that.
They just want to help those wealthy
people. They don’t want their taxes to
rise. They don’t want the government
to help the people, so they are going to
criticize it and use their usual name-
calling. That is what they have been
doing for years, no matter what legis-
lation there is. I am quite sure they
will raise phony concerns about the
debt and deficit.

Hello, my colleagues, you raised the
deficit by $2 trillion so you can give
tax cuts; namely, to wealthy people
and big corporations. And now you are
going to claim, when we want to help
middle-class families, poor families,
that there is a deficit? Give us and give
the American people a break. It is hy-

pocrisy.
The American people won’t buy their
criticisms. Creating jobs; providing

family leave; making education, hous-
ing, and healthcare more affordable;
fighting climate change, no one seri-
ously believes that these policies are
the policies on the road to what they
might call socialism. These are what
American people want. Paid family
leave, helping people go to college,
come on, that is part of our democratic
tradition where we build ladders up.
And I mean small ““d,”” American tradi-
tion, where we build ladders up to help
people climb up and live a good life.

So the goals we must pursue are
goals to build back our middle class,
secure our middle class, help more peo-
ple get to the middle class, to bolster
our economy, to lay the foundation for
another century of American pros-
perity, just as Franklin Roosevelt did
close to 100 years ago. And that is ex-
actly what the Democratic majority is
going to do.

MARIJUANA

Mr. President, now on another sub-
ject, later today, on marijuana, I will
join my colleagues Senators Booker
and Wyden to release draft legislation
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to reform the Federal marijuana laws,
principally to end the prohibition on
marijuana at the Federal level for the
first time in several generations.

Over the past decades, Americans’ at-
titudes toward marijuana have under-
gone a dramatic transformation. Lis-
ten to this: Nearly 70 percent of Ameri-
cans support legalizing adult use of
marijuana—70. Eighteen States, plus
DC, have passed laws on adult use of
marijuana. Thirty-seven States and DC
have legalized marijuana for medical
use.

The States are supposed to be our
laboratory for democracy, and by all
accounts, these experiments have been
a success. The doom-and-gloom pre-
dictions of the naysayers—oh, crime
will go way up, drug use will go all the
way up—have never, never material-
ized. I note that a State like South Da-
kota had it on its ballot in the last
election. In that conservative State,
the majority people voted in the same
direction that we are talking about
here.

For decades, for decades, young men
and young women, disproportionately
young Black and Hispanic men and
women have been arrested and jailed
for even carrying a small amount of
marijuana in their pocket, a charge
that often came with exorbitant pen-
alties and a serious criminal record be-
cause of the overcriminalization of
marijuana, and it followed them for the
remainder of their lives. It makes no
sense, and it is time for change.

Now is the time for Congress to en-
gage in this debate, update our Federal
laws to not only reflect popular wis-
dom but science. Marijuana, amazingly
in this 21st century, is still treated by
Federal law with the same hostility as
heroin, despite it being far, far less
dangerous.

So I greatly look forward to releasing
this draft legislation with my col-
leagues Senators Wyden and Booker
today. We will speak about how our bill
will address the issues relating to up-
dating our Federal marijuana laws, not
just ending the Federal prohibition,
but how it will ensure restorative jus-
tice, protect public health, and imple-
ment responsible taxes and regula-
tions.

NOMINATION OF MYRNA PEREZ

Mr. President, on a final matter,
Myrna Perez. In a moment, I am ex-
cited to head over to the Judiciary
Committee to introduce an out-
standing nominee for one of the most
important courts in the country, the
Second Circuit Court of Appeals in New
York. And the person I will introduce
is Myrna Perez, one of the foremost
election lawyers in the country.

The daughter of Mexican immi-
grants, Myrna graduated from Yale,
Harvard, and Columbia Law School be-
fore joining the Brennan Center for
Justice as a voting rights and election
litigator. The Federal bench has long
been occupied by former prosecutors
and corporate lawyers. It is about time
that civil rights attorneys, Federal de-
fenders, and voting rights experts, like
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